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SUBJ: REPLACEMENT TRAINING FOR KUWAIT IHAWK BATTALION 

1. WHILE MEETING WITH KUWAIT MINISTER OP DEPENSE SHAIKH SALEM 
SABAH AL-SALEM MAY 6 ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, (SEPTEL), I TOOK THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO DRAW TO THE DEPENSE MINISTER'S ATTENTION A 
POTENTIAL PROBLEM REGARDING THE MANNING OF KUWAIT'S IHAWK AIR 
DEFENSE IN THE PUTURE. 

2. 1 NOTED THAT WHILE THE PROJECTED STRENGTH OP THE KUWAITI 
IHAWK BATTALION WOULD NEARLY REACH ITS REQUIRED NUMBER BY 
THE END OP 1978, THE NEXT TWO YEARS WOULD SEE A REDUCTION OF 
ITS QUALIFIED ENLISTED PERSONNEL UNLESS AN EPFORT WERE MADE 
SOON TO TRAIN ADDITIONAL ENLISTED PERSONNEL TO REPLACE THOSE 
LOST AS A RESULT OP NORMAL ATTRITION. I POINTED OUT THAT IN 
1980 IT IS PROJECTED THAT 80 PERCENT OF THE LOCAL IHAWK 
BATTALION ENLISTED PERSONNEL WILL HAVE COMPLETED THEIR PIVE- 
YEAR ENLISTMENT. ANTICIPATING THAT A CERTAIN PORTION WILL 
NOT RE-ENLIST, THERE COULD BE A DEFINITE DEGRADATION IN KUWAIT'S 
ABILITY TO MAN ITS SOPHISTICATED IHAWK AIR DEPENSE EQUIPMENT. 

I SUGGESTED THAT IT WAS NECESSARY TO ASSIGN AT LEAST 150 
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ENLISTED PERSONNEL TO BEGIN THIS TRAINING IN THE RELATIVELY 
NEAR PUTURE IN ORDER TO BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN THE IHAWK'S 
OPERATIONAL CAPABILITY POR THE PUTURE. 

3. SHAIKH SALEM MADE NOTES DURING MY PRESENTATION AND INDICATED 
THAT HE WOULD LOOK INTO THIS MATTER. 
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4. 1 ALSO TOOK THIS OPPORTUNITY TO GIVE THE DEFENSE MINISTER 
A COPY OF MIRCOM MAIOR GENERAL RACHMELER'S LETTER OF APRIL 30 
ADDRESSED TO THE KAF CHIEF OF STAFF, PROVIDING THE FORMER'S 
IMPRESSIONS OF THE CURRENT STATUS OF IHAWK PREPARATIONS AND 
DEPLOYMENT ACQUIRED DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO KUWAIT. 
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